
Notes from TMA4140 Discrete Mathematics
reference group meeting 2

Date: Monday October 17, 2022.

Participants: Aurora Grongstad-Borsheim, Jobin Mokhtari Lakeh, Une Marie Stimo, Leo
Moe, Sten Kristian Høitomt, Daniel Marks Aarset, Eirik Tveiten, Benjamin Zubaca, Oskar
Goldhahn, Tjerand Silde, Ludwig Rahm, Kurusch Ebrahimi-Fard

This was the 2nd out of 3 meetings during the semester. There will be a final written report
as a summary in the end. We discussed the following topics, and decided on some changes.

Lectures
- Zoom issues 17.10.22: Unstable sound and issues with entering the room.

- Answer: Hopefully it worked better the next day. This was the only week of
online lectures this semester (a conference booked the lecture halls…)

- Potential mismatch between book and lectures (partitions), recordings would help
- Answer: The topics are also covered in the book, but in a slightly different

way. There are recordings from previous semesters available online.
- Too quick while showing slides. No time to take notes. Blackboard speed is fine.

- Answer: We will mostly use the blackboard going forward.
- Send slides by email or put slides on Blackboard.

- Answer: We will continue to send slides over email (we forgot 1-2 weeks).
- Using slides for repetition is nice. Pace in lectures has improved and writing is better.
- Inconsistency between book and wikipedia.

- Answer: Use definitions from the book.
- Want some harder examples in the number theory notes.

- Answer: We will see what time allows…
Exercise sets

- Number theory and cryptography exercises were a bit too long.
- Some problems use definitions not covered in given chapters (partitions, multisets).

- Answer: We have updated the relevant chapters in the syllabus.
- Every new exercise set is the hardest yet, but difficulty is in general fine.
- Workload is a bit much. More work than other subjects.

- Answer: We will make exercises a bit shorter going forward.
- Difficult problems sets forces the students to learn better and socialize more.
- Concerns about potential differences regarding exams, since there are new lecturers.

- Answer: We will create a mock exam in November.

Exercise Lectures
- Keep methods the same as in lectures, or spend more time explaining them
- In number theory some people did not understand the theory, only how to use the

methods
- Handwriting is good



- Consider publishing notes for the exercise lectures
- Answer: Will publish problems covered, and maybe some solutions.

- Consider making some more guided exercises, maybe with final answers provided

TA Sessions
- Have to wait a long time to get help. More TAs? (E.g. Friday in R73)

- Answer: We will make more TAs available going forward.
- For next year, consider allocating groups according to student time schedules. Let

the students register for the slot that fits them

STACK
- Too little time to do the STACK exercises so far. Will be helpful for exam practice.


